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By William-Ringler^?" f ;; iit’-' Of the^'U.Sr -'Constitution’s 

r C^jFirst Amendment,, which prohib- 

. W ASHINGTON ? — ' During a ^its- government interference with 
clash with editors over the use of .freedom of the* press, said Editor 
i reporters as agentsj/the director * Richard D.v 'Smyser of the Oak.-' 
;\df-the Central Intelligence Agen- ; .Ridge -(Tenn.). ; Oak Ridger. mod- 
‘ /cy- revealediThursday that three ^erator of a- panel that questioned : 
U.S£ correspondents, had agreed 

h to. be;covertGIAimformants.'<*^ ^i>-BdtATurneir bouid h'oit compie-** 

: 'Althouglr^AdmiA Stansfield j;hend ’their attitude^ A.'- 

T &rrie r said thafcas-the three sit- <*i:a be ashamed, if I were yhu, , 
uauons had- unfolded the CIA had ^to^have- to^have a law to protect ' 
i hfentedcd -; the^repotersr av num- i?my ; ethics;’!;. > he told-' the "editors 
*. SfflCTf ■ the :^ditors^ remained jup- for the freedom argument," 

■■ sec ~ ?5' ;'f-r : ^e*.:said: v?‘What : you’re saying, to 

■ ^ag ^werdthermollifiedby his |hie-is that if. you. accept an as-* 

\ assura nce thatPa*3-year-old' CIA |sigpment:: fr6m me to get some 

(htget ive requires his specific ap: finformation.that'might be very 

■ pnayal before news, reporters “in (vital to *our country,' you’ve lost 
. vety . exceptionalv - situatlons’A £your freedom./ I don’t understand 
• would- useduin CIA -operations. /A. jthatTreallyldon’t^., ^0;, ;k.,- '.-Z 
■ f — A^number of -the editors, i; in- If; .‘fyou’re- sort of .sayingl that : if * 

| qludfng New York Times Execu- you accept a request to serve 

| tiye-Editor A. 1 -M.- Rosenthal, your, country — maybe for mon- 
wer€C surprised and some were- ey; maybe not — that you’re no 
, e3Kett' incredulous- that the CIA; 'longer: free ;.. If you slant the 
;■ had-announced such a rele. ' : ‘ l- -new3 because -you’re on our pay- 
| ?P5rner - saidci that •' he - had^oll.- that’s bad, you / aren’t' free, 
r changed a policy- set by former ‘-‘But- it’s your choice whether a 
V CIA * Director George Bush that Relationship with : us. reporting 
i U ^: , co rrespon dents w o uld not- be; V infor mation to us" would some-; , 
; used' as agehfeT House recordst/how profane your work. And -you 
f show* that , -.Turrier £ 'did-' describel-.^^t iiave: relationships with, all 
the new policjrjmblicly on Aprili . itinds of other ‘organizations be: 

- 20," 1978;‘'at-''5‘ hearing of ther?td®* /oorsi’and . hopefully you I 

- Souse Permanent Select Sub-* ;inaintainprour. freedom .there, 
committee on^Intelligence’s- ov-A^’P 1 sorry,. I .don’t understand . the 

<• ersightcommittee^AA-A";^ 

Turner’s ejcchamgeTwith' the edr * 
itois : occurred* {hiring-a question*? 
and-answer^srasion^after^he 


/ spoke : tot*the^'cbhyehtidn^6fXthft 
American Society-'ot Newspaper' 

TT ■ • * 
Use of reporters^ as a cover for 

CIA information-gathering was 

' disclosed.' . inApost-Watergate in* 

vestigations of U.SlihteIligehcefcj 

'■ Rosenthal 'and others contend* 


^^urMc^said;theTthreecorre- 
spondentshe bad/fenlisted’were 
?’ perf ectly- agreea bl e” to work 
With ’ the; CIA, bud that /.“the cir- 
cumstances did not mature in 
the way. we had expected”, and 
,£we Jhacked-off^ Jf ' : 
•^Asked'iT he /would continue the 
practice. ';rni speciar circum- 
!. stances; he replied that “I .think 


ed that if, such ;a. practice were- ... , 

followed, even/, with Athe limita&A 3 *°* .9 £ .; c 9 rr ^P°. n< * en t s - ar 9. P a ~ 
tlon Turner - imiiosed'.' a • host *- tdotfc 'enough to do this ... and 

.help their, government.” ..And 
they have ‘‘unique access that 


tlon Turner -.imposed;' .a/.host 
country couldRneyer. he sure 
whether a U.StVcdrre3pondent 
was a CIA agent^or-a- bonafide 
news reporter^trftiwbuld x “cast i 
into doubt the.CthTcal and profes- , 
sional statusf.bf: every foreign 
correspondentricr^RosenthaL 
argued. ..’ r .??*8jf«TC , 2*5 r.-V*?** 


can be of great" value to hs. 1 
• •. Later; .in , a talk to the . ASNE, 
former ^Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger said he had a “gut feel- 
ing” hgainst using journalists as 
CIA agents. but he had hot yet 
made on - his: mind whether it 
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